Art Festival Ropes in Loads of Budding Talent

If fringe can be this big, then better be on the fringe. Designed to complement the emirate’s annual art spectacle,
Art Dubai, the Bastakiya Art Fair (BAF) is leaving no stone unturned to be a major spectacle in itself — albeit for the
lesser mortals. Beginning today under the patronage of Dubai Culture and Arts Authority, Dubai’s only fringe art
event will run until March 21, overlapping Art Dubai — which runs from 17 to 20 — from either side. BAF is an
international platform for the budding local and regional artists to showcase their work and get noticed. As well as
promoting contemporary Middle Eastern art, BAF — set in Dubai’s unique heritage cluster of Al Batakiya, also
provides an exclusive preview of Arab culture and architecture. A pet product of Mona Housar, the owner of XVA
Gallery, BAF 2010 is promising to be different from rrevious events in ways more than one.
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